MOSLEM SCHISMS AND SECTS

His eighth heresy is the view that color, taste, smell,
sound and sense are bodies, and that many bodies can per-
meate one and the same space. He refuses the view of
Hisham ibn-al~Hakam that knowledge and will and motion
are bodies, saying that if these three were objects they
could not unite in one thing, nor in one body. Arid yet he
holds that color, taste and sound are bodies permeating each
other in the same space; in answering his opponent he con-
futes himself. He who maintains that bodies permeate
each other in the same space must admit the possibility of a
camel passing through the eye of a needle!

His ninth heresy is his view concerning sound. He claims
that there are not two men on the earth who have heard
the same sound, except in the sense that it (the sound) is
of the same species of sounds., just as two> men eat one
species of food, even if that which one oi them eats is not
what the other eats. This view developed from his claim
that a sound is heard only as it follows into- the spirit on
the path of hearing. It is not possible, however, to flow
from the same object into two- different organs of hearing.
He compared this with water which is sprinkled on a crowd
of people, each one being sprinkled with different water.
According to< this assumption it must necessarily follow that
no one has heard the same word from Allah, nor from his
prophet, because what each one of all the hearers hears is a
part of the sound of the word of the speaker. The word as
a whole may perhaps consist o<f two letters, so that accord-
ing to him one of them is not the word. If he then claims
that the sound is not a word nor is it heard except when it
consists, oi several letters, it follows that a group of people
cannot hear just one letter, for one letter cannot divide itself
into several letters according to the number of hearers!

His tenth heresy is his view concerning the divisibility of
every particle ad infinituw?. This idea implies the absurd

144